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AGRICULTURE SECTOR — GOVERNMENT COMMITMENTS 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON MARK LEWIS (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [1.16 pm]: I rise today 
to update the house on the government’s achievements in the agriculture sector over recent years. First, cutting 
regulation and red tape for farmers: the repeal of the Marketing of Potatoes Act and the Genetically Modified 
Crops Free Area Act illustrates the government’s commitment to lifting restrictions on farms and allowing 
farmers to make their own decisions about what they grow on their land. The state government does not need to 
tell farmers how many potatoes they can grow, nor if they can grow scientifically proven, safe GM crops. In 
addition, the government has run a red tape unit that has systematically looked at exactly which government 
approvals a farmer needs to obtain in the running of their day-to-day business. Whether this is moving oversized 
machinery down a road, licensing farm vehicles or registering livestock, we have worked to simplify the 
processes and minimise the cost and time spent behind a desk instead of working the land. 
Improving access to external markets: developing new export markets and growing existing ones are critical for 
our farmers to survive in this highly competitive world. The government takes this very seriously, which is why 
we put $15 million into the Northern Beef Futures project and $10 million into sheep industry development. 
Both these projects are up and running and are export supply chain–focused. Anyone who is involved in the live 
cattle export business knows just how devastating the Gillard government’s overreaction to problems in 
Indonesia was to our international reputation as a reliable exporter. It also highlighted the problems associated 
with reliance on one market. Through these projects we are not only working to achieve market diversity, but 
also obtaining better returns for our farmers. In addition, we have invested in a range of different export 
development projects, including the $6 million Asian Market Success project and the $7 million Brand WA 
project, all of which are aimed at supporting our farmers. 
The state biosecurity fund: the Boosting Biosecurity Defences project was launched in 2014 and is designed to 
bring both agribusiness and the community along with us as we build capacity to maintain our clean green 
image. Enhancing existing and designing new systems and tools to boost the state’s biosecurity ability will be 
crucial to protecting the future of agriculture. Just yesterday, the government launched the “WA Biosecurity 
Strategy 2016–25”. The strategy provides a framework for managing biosecurity issues, including plant and 
animal pests, disease and weeds, as well as disease that can be transmitted between animals and humans. The 
strategy will reinforce our standing in the international community and pave the way for new export 
opportunities that will help to grow the agriculture and food sector and the state economy. 
Buy West Eat Best: we have invested more than $750 000 into Buy West Eat Best, which supports marketing 
initiatives such as WA Signature Dish, Best Burger in the West, and the 70 per cent local content restaurant 
program. This project has helped grow the state’s reputation as a producer of quality produce. 
Specialised food centres: $4.5 million has gone into the food industry innovation project, which includes the 
Manjimup-based Western Australian Premium Food Centre. This project will help local small food producers 
and processors to capture a share in the growing world interest in our quality food. In particular, this will help 
support our growing organics and regional food producers who are building on the local providence theme of 
food production. Combined with the Western Australia Worth Sharing project, this will help support the 
marketing of local niche suppliers. 
Finally, $22 million has been allocated to the agricultural sciences research and development fund, which is 
targeted at industry-driven projects delivered by grower groups and aimed at supporting our grains industry. In 
addition, we have funded a range of other agricultural science research projects including $20 million for the 
boosting grains research and development program and $10 million for the eConnected Grainbelt program. Also, 
we have followed through on our commitments to support farmers’ property rights and ensure that the pastoral 
leases were renewed. The state government has provided strong support for the agriculture sector to become 
more productive and profitable and will continue to do so. 
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